











EXPLOSION AND FIRE: ADVANTAGES OF CONCRETE
STORAGE SILOS DEMONSTRATED IN 1977

It took 77 more years for a demonstration
in the Park of the limitations of wooden
structures for storing and processing
grain. The Great Western Elevators were
built in 1893, just north of the M&SL and
Milwaukee Road tracks flanking Glenhurst
Avenue at the eastern edge of the Park.

Renamed the Belco Elevators in 1939,
and taken over by the Burdick Grain
Company in 1950, the structures
dominated the skyline for decades until a
catastrophic explosion and fire destroyed
them on May 11, 1977.

The aerial photo above from 1945 shows
both the Burdick and Peavey-Haglin
Experimental Elevator. The photo below,
(courtesy of John Hill), looking east toward
Minneapolis shows the massive scale of
the structures.

The fire took hours to bring under

control and involved firefighters from
several surrounding communities. The
Minneapolis Tribune featured the fire on
page 1A the next day, with additional full-
page photo coverage on 9B. On pages

5 and 7, we duplicate those newspaper
headlines and photos courtesy of
Newspapers.com.
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Explosion, fire level two
grain storage elevators

By Tom Davies
Staff Writer
“We have a firestorm.”

That's how a Minneapolis Fire
Dermment dispatcher described
a fire Wednesday that destroyed
two grain elevators near the Min-
neapolis-St. Louis Park border.

With flames from the Burdick
Grain Co. elevators soaring 100
feet into the air — and a 12-mile-
per-hour wind sending smoke and
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Some spectators took cover from the heat behind a car; others stayed with their bicycles as the Burdick Grain Co. elevators burned Wednesday.

sparks four and five blocks away
= l“;mllce and fire officials evacu-
ated hundreds of people living
near the elevators.

Two
critically.

(“Out of the backyards. You're
Just in the way!” News report
and more photos, page 9B.)

ple were injured, one

Firemen from Minneapolis, St.
Louis Park, St. Paul, Bloomington,
Hopkins, Golden Valley, en

Prairie and Minnetonka had the
fire under control by 10:45 p.m.,
more than five hours after it be-
gan.

The fire was visible from as far

away as Jordan, Minn,, and the

large column of black smoke at-

tracted thousands of spectators to

the area around the tangle of

kl.kde St., Hwy. 7 and Minnetonka
vd,

The crowds caused problems for
firemen, and police later closed

both Hwy. 7 and Minnetonka
Blvd. to clear traffic from the
area.

David Berscheit, 28, was in eleva-
tor No. 1 when the fire began
with an explosion about 5:30 p.m.
Berscheit was taken to Hennepin
County Medical Center with
third-degree burns over two-
thirds of his body. He was listed
in critical condition.

Fire continued on page 8A

Norton wins

Heavyweight fighter Ken Norton
knocked out Duane Bobick of
Bowlus, Minn., in the first round
of their fight Wednesday night at
Madison Square Garden in New
York. (Details—page 1D.)




DISPATCH LOOK-BACK

We look back past the Dispatch to the short-lived St. Louis Park Herald, edited by F. A. Harvey of Robbinsdale, R.L. Blacktin
of St. Louis Park, assistant editor. The paper ran from May 6 to October 14, 1915, and reported Park news by neighborhood.
Before photos were widely used in newspapers, cartoonists played a role in representing local characters; the cartoon below

from 1915, profiles some of the village’s movers and shakers.

During the paper’s brief tenure, the St. Louis Park State Bank was envisioned, touted, built and opened. The ad below

appeared shortly after the new bank’s doors opened. Sadly, the “actual result” of the bank was its closure amid charges of
fraud in 1919. Editor Harvey was unable to convince the Village to publish its official notices in the paper, however, and the
paper went under after he claimed he lost $20/month, merging with the Robbinsdale Tellit.

j o2 oty

MOVIE IN ONE REEL — % 4
FEW SAINTS wio CAHE IH:Too - !
TE: T REGISTER i* | ;" inijure

\ AND
- \IOVIE NAGHVATE «
HE MIST 8€ GogD.

—THE DUCK CLUB.
THEY DUCKED OuT

FRANK-HEYDA CHamLIE
HAMLTON ErrpTmRENK LEY %
ANDR € v TrRINGEN, FRANK e
WALTER MOORE, CARC NELSD,
PROF. ESHATCH; RL.TiTTLE, -
| JoE hurtrans, mcau.«mfv
8.W. CALPENTER, €0.60mF pesipe
JomNSon, ARVID CARLSOY F{. Brrore]

7 oLE.Y
UR WEEKLY -
CEREAL

AND FINOS.
TEAN 15
oUTOF

FOUR LITTLE CHERY, & HoNITOR
PRII:E Lco. 2 o’; 75"4'4?;4';:": MIGHT

% #€ USED
N Gl
%\«mo:

shagl
REFORNED
DATS

ONE PEV) Erer
HAVE GEEN. ‘3; s AL THEY ARE GOT THEYO/ED VERY OUNS -

-~ demonstrate)to you the wisdem of having s checking socou
whth thi Badk, oy o
.. Aur one of our many, deposit drs will tell you that thelr finsn-’
. cial brogress has béen more sat isfactory as the result of busi-, -
| ness felation this bank, . : gl

i

Tt will be ensler to conserve your resources and create a
-, stamtial cash reserve if you de posit your-income here and
. ! .your obligitions by check. s iy, 2

- .Come In and open ;QOUR Account . >—

St. Louis Park Ba

" '$T. LoulS PARK, MINNESOTA. . - -

Capital and Surplus $24.000

' OFFICERS, * ]
Roy Quimby,
" L. W. Fuller,

~ SAVINGS DEPARTMENT| -
- pays 4 per cent interes't quarterly
' $1.00 starts an account |




Staff Photo by Kent Kobersteen

Hopkins firefighters got close to the flames in an aerial bucket.

Hot, dangerous,
unexpected work

fonan

‘Out of the backyards.
You're just in the way!’

“Get out of the backyard," the
fireman said. “Your're just in the
way."

Spectators at Wednesday's grain-
elevator fire kept trying to get
the best view they could—and
that usually led them closer and
closer to fire fighters.

In the yards behind 3lst., the
view was perfect; Fire officials
and emergency medical personnel
walked amid the lilac bushes and
the smoke to look at the fire.
They had to share the space with
spectators, some riding bicycles
across flower beds and nearly
across emergency medical person-
nel.

A fireman from Hopkins was
joined by Minneapolis fire offi-
cials in clearing the yards, which
were under the fire's smoke cloud
and targets for burning debris.

After 10 minutes, the firemen got
the last of the spectators off the
lawn.

After 10 minutes, the firemen got
the last of the spectators off the
lawn.

The Hopkins fireman—wet with
water and perspiration—looked
over his shoulder, saw that the
spectators were gone, and plop-
ped down for a short rest.

“You ﬂnd out what's happening,
Harry."”

Harry came with two women and
another man to view the fire. He
left the three near an apartment-
house fence near Ewing Av. S.
and approached closer,

First he talked with a young girl
in a bare-shouldered red dress.

Then he talked to another young

women, Harry."
]

Joe Therrien and Steve Norby
were ordering supper at the Lin-
coln Del when they heard an ex-
plosion.

“It felt like an earthquake,” said
Therrien. “We thouz%t maybe a
truck or something had hit the
building.”

Norby said he ran into an apart-
ment building at 4001 3lst St. to
warn the occupants.

The people, he said, “seemed to
be in shock. They wanted to do
things like go back and get their
favorite pillows."”

Fire safety was among the sub-
jects discussed at the Burdick
Company's weekly safety meeting
ﬁ'emrdly. which ended just two
ouru before the explosion occur-

Burdick President Vernon Geiger
said the safety meetings, attended
by all elevator employees on a
rotating basis, are part of ‘“our
very fine safety record.” Yester-
day's meeting was at Belco No. 5,
a company elevator four blocks
west of the two that burned.

A representative of The Mill Mu-
tuals, the company that insures
Burdick, told a reporter at the
scene last night that he attended
the safety meeting to discuss fire
:laef;ly. e asked not to be identi-

The fire yesterday was the ﬂm
in Burdlck 's 27-year history,
it was a good one, wasn't it?"
Geiger said sarcastically.

Smoke from the grain-elevator
fire southwest of downtown
Minneapolis was visible for miles
inall directions. The view at left
is from the top of the IDS Center,
looking over Loring Park.

Staff Photo by Regene Radniecki

- Staff Photo by Darlene Woyt

ident carried some clothes out of an apartment building evacuat-
ed during the fire.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUPPORTING DOLLARS FOR SCHOLARS
- RECOGNIZING THE ECHO

In our Spring 2019 issue, we profiled
Margaret Fornell Maunder and Susan
Linnee, two alumnae of the St. Louis
Park High School’s student newspaper
the Echo. Here’s your chance to
recognize and support their heirs.

Fundraising now: the inaugural ECHO |
JOURNALISM ENDOWMENT at St. Louis
Park High School through the Dollars
for Scholars program. We're seeking
donations of any amount from SLP residents, alumni, and former staffers of the
Echo, the student-run newspaper at the High School. With the help of the Dollars
for Scholars organization, we hope to financially reward graduating staffers of
Echo for years to come. The scholarship will support one student every year by
contributing to their tuition fund for university education. The application process
is designed to reward an Echo student who demonstrated exemplary journalistic
values such as editorial ethics and telling the stories of the voiceless while a
member of the newspaper staff, and wants to apply those values further in life.
Please donate through the Dollars for Scholars website and specify that you are
contributing to the ECHO ENDOWMENT in the following link:

http://www.stlouispark.dollarsforscholars.org/index.
php?section=chapterWebsite&action=donate&fwlD=924

And tell your friends and family to contribute as well!
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OUR NEW
BOOK IS HERE

The Society’s new book, “Places in
the Park,” is available for sale at
the Rec Center, at City Hall and at
the Hennepin History Museum, and
through the mail at our website.
Cost is $20. The book will be the
topic of presentations planned for
the SLP Library from 6:30-7:30 on
Monday, May 18th, as well as a
three-lecture series at the Lenox
Senior Center’s Little Theater on
June 16th, 23rd and 30th. Books
will be on sale at each event.
President Ted Ekkers, Treasurer
Henry Solmer and Trustee, Bill
Beyer presented the new book to
the St. Louis Park City Council at
their January 21st meeting.




