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EXPLOSION AND FIRE: ADVANTAGES OF CONCRETE 
STORAGE SILOS DEMONSTRATED IN 1977
It took 77 more years for a demonstration 
in the Park of the limitations of wooden 
structures for storing and processing 
grain. The Great Western Elevators were 
built in 1893, just north of the M&SL and 
Milwaukee Road tracks flanking Glenhurst 
Avenue at the eastern edge of the Park.

Renamed the Belco Elevators in 1939, 
and taken over by the Burdick Grain 
Company in 1950, the structures 
dominated the skyline for decades until a 
catastrophic explosion and fire destroyed 
them on May 11, 1977. 

The aerial photo above from 1945 shows 
both the Burdick and Peavey-Haglin 
Experimental Elevator. The photo below, 
(courtesy of John Hill), looking east toward 
Minneapolis shows the massive scale of 
the structures.

The fire took hours to bring under 
control and involved firefighters from 
several surrounding communities. The 
Minneapolis Tribune featured the fire on 
page 1A the next day, with additional full-
page photo coverage on 9B. On pages 
5 and 7, we duplicate those newspaper 
headlines and photos courtesy of 
Newspapers.com.
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We look back past the Dispatch to the short-lived St. Louis Park Herald, edited by F. A. Harvey of Robbinsdale, R.L. Blacktin 
of St. Louis Park, assistant editor. The paper ran from May 6 to October 14, 1915, and reported Park news by neighborhood. 
Before photos were widely used in newspapers, cartoonists played a role in representing local characters; the cartoon below 
from 1915, profiles some of the village’s movers and shakers.

During the paper’s brief tenure, the St. Louis Park State Bank was envisioned, touted, built and opened. The ad below 
appeared shortly after the new bank’s doors opened. Sadly, the “actual result” of the bank was its closure amid charges of 
fraud in 1919. Editor Harvey was unable to convince the Village to publish its official notices in the paper, however, and the 
paper went under after he claimed he lost $20/month, merging with the Robbinsdale Tellit.

DISPATCH LOOK-BACK
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In our Spring 2019 issue, we profiled 
Margaret Fornell Maunder and Susan 
Linnee, two alumnae of the St. Louis 
Park High School’s student newspaper 
the Echo. Here’s your chance to 
recognize and support their heirs.

Fundraising now: the inaugural ECHO 
JOURNALISM ENDOWMENT at St. Louis 
Park High School through the Dollars 
for Scholars program. We’re seeking 
donations of any amount from SLP residents, alumni, and former staffers of the 
Echo, the student-run newspaper at the High School. With the help of the Dollars 
for Scholars organization, we hope to financially reward graduating staffers of 
Echo for years to come. The scholarship will support one student every year by 
contributing to their tuition fund for university education. The application process 
is designed to reward an Echo student who demonstrated exemplary journalistic 
values such as editorial ethics and telling the stories of the voiceless while a 
member of the newspaper staff, and wants to apply those values further in life. 
Please donate through the Dollars for Scholars website and specify that you are 
contributing to the ECHO ENDOWMENT in the following link:

http://www.stlouispark.dollarsforscholars.org/index.
php?section=chapterWebsite&action=donate&fwID=924

And tell your friends and family to contribute as well!

The Society’s new book, “Places in 
the Park,” is available for sale at 
the Rec Center, at City Hall and at 
the Hennepin History Museum, and 
through the mail at our website. 
Cost is $20. The book will be the 
topic of presentations planned for 
the SLP Library from 6:30-7:30 on 
Monday, May 18th, as well as a 
three-lecture series at the Lenox 
Senior Center’s Little Theater on 
June 16th, 23rd and 30th. Books 
will be on sale at each event. 
President Ted Ekkers, Treasurer 
Henry Solmer and Trustee, Bill 
Beyer presented the new book to 
the St. Louis Park City Council at 
their January 21st meeting.
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